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PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


ANNUAL REPORTS 1953-54 


BELOW are extracts from annual reports which have been received during 
the year, with a brief summary of statistics. They are arranged in order 
of size of population. 


WELLINGTON 


Commercial and Technical Library: The use made of the Commercial 
and Technical Library since it was transferred to the ground floor has 
increased steadily. Apart from the more general enquiries received, many 
are highly technical. A design engineer, for example, this year successfully 
sought the formula used in calculating the rate of gyration of a hollow 
cylinder; a bakery manager who had heard of a new technique employing 
glycerol monostearate was provided with information about the process; 
an insurance company was assisted in making an intricate calculation 
which involved the extraction of a root to the twenty-seventh power and 
the use of logarithmic tables carried to seven decimal places. 

Records and Reproduction: Additions have been made to material 
collected towards a history of civic activity in Wellington, and in some 
instances information has been supplemented by interviews with early 
settlers. Photographs totalling 249 were taken during the year, and 
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several copies of rare early Wellington photographs were added to the 
Libraries’ collection. Pictures taken for record purposes included Coro- 
nation celebrations and the Royal visit. 

There has been a decrease of 0.81 °% in all issues, adult and junior, not 
in itself significant, for the Libraries were open several days fewer than 
during the previous year . . . However, a significant feature of the year’s 
records is a decline in free issues combined with an increase in rental 
issues, primarily due to the condition of the free stock. The rental stock 
is itself not in good condition and is a rapidly wasting asset, although 
still productive, but the condition of some sections of the free stock is 
actually a barrier against good service. 


Branch Libraries: The principal development was the opening of the 
new building at Khandallah on August 27th 1953 . . . The effect of having 
the new building has been demonstrated by an increase of 1,519 issues 
a week over the comparable periods. On 19th May, 1953, Mobile Library 
service to Johnsonville replaced service to Hatton Street, Karori. 


Stock: Limited resources have resulted in fewer new books reaching the 
shelves. The programme of overhauling section by section has had to be 
suspended. Duplication of important titles has been very much reduced: 
as a result the provision of reading lists on any full scale would have been 
idle . . . The deterioration of free stock in the lending libraries especially 
in the Central Library, has already been mentioned. Accessions at a rate 
which have left stock inadequate to meet demand have meant that books 
which are worn out have had to be left in stock, and the high turnover 
has meant that there are few of the newer books on the shelves at any 
given time . . . The somewhat depressing stock picture is, of course, the 
result of the relative smallness of the funds which it has been possible for 
the City to make available for bookbuying purposes. Some explanation 
of the position is relevant. 

Demands made of New Zealand public libraries are very high. This 
country lacks the well-developed systems of ‘tuppenies’ of the United 
Kingdom, the cheap paperbacks in the drug stores on every corner in 
the United States, as well as the voluminous magazine-type newspapers 
and the spate of new magazines which only large populations can support. 
Perhaps as a result, a fairly large proportion of our national book- 
reading taste runs to formula romances, westerns and detective stories. 
Practically everyone can read, and anything in book form is likely to be 
sought after. 

The traditionally large New Zealand demands are accentuated in 
Wellington particularly by the fact that we have, for our population, a 
rather large number of separate suburbs, each separated from the next 
by a hill, a fair stretch of road, or an arm of the sea. Almost every one 
is a homogeneous unit with a well-defined shopping centre. To provide 
annually for each the overhead costs of a separate library establishment 
and stock would cost a very great deal of money. 

The difficulty has thus been of attempting to reconcile the cost of 
satisfying the needs of the various districts as expressed by their associa- 
tions with the capacity and willingness of the City as a whole to pay for 
it. That we already maintain ten libraries and a mobile service to four 
suburbs indicates that the Council has made considerable efforts to 
satisfy the demand. Eleven libraries is a large number for a population 
the size of ours but requests for new or extended service still come in. 
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This position is, of course, entirely controllable against a static 
economic background. It is possible to estimate the additional money 
which will be required if an additional link is to be added to the chain, 
and this amount each year will suffice for an equivalent volume of work. 


The background, however, has been one of rising costs. When costs of 
staff, lighting, heating, cleaning—of almost all the items on an expenditure 
budget go up by say 10% in one year, a further 10% for these items is 
required to maintain operations at their existing level. In the case of a 
library budget, if it is not possible to provide the additional 10°%—or 
whatever the figure may be—then recourse must be had to practically 
the only wholly-controllable item on the budget: the allocation for the 
purchase of books and periodicals. 

This is exactly what has happened with the Libraries’ finances during 
the past few years, and consequently fewer books have been bought. The 
condition has been aggravated by the fact that during the same period, 
additional long-promised distributing points have been opened. The 
result has been that for the period 1951-52 to 1953-54, the vote for 
bookbuying has dropped from £15,880 to £10,093, although some small 
overall increases have been voted. 

Aggravating the effect of this extremely serious reduction is the fact 
that it has occurred at the same time as the greatest growth in the Libraries’ 
history. Issues in 1951-52 were 1,029,170; this year the issue total is 
1,438,022; in other words the Libraries have been attempting to deal with 
an increase of almost 40% in lending work with a book intake decreased 
by 36%. 

Not only has the service during the year reflected this position but the 
libraries today are in a position similar to that of a chain of stores; with 
overhead constantly rising, without enough goods to replenish the 
dwindling supplies on the shelves, and with new neighbourhoods still 
asking for more stores, the establishment and maintenance of which 
would absorb some of the money still available for stock replenishment. 


Statistics: Membership: 21,870 free borrowers, 5,157 rental borrowers. 


Issues: Adult 1,103,479; Junior 334,543, total 1,438,022. (Central Library 
564, 449, Karori 167,304, Miramar 126,766, Newtown 109,555, 
Island Bay 90,896, Khandallah 90,190). 

Stock: 218,201 (Central 139,970). 

Accessions: 18,489. 


Finance: Revenue £63,675 (Rates £51,543). Expenditure: £63,675 
(Salaries £36,532, Books, etc., £10,094). 


LOWER HUTT 


ToTAL issues of all classes, including the Junior Library, were 379,665 
compared with 419,688 in 1952-53 and 368,340 in 1951-52. While it is 
disappointing to have to record a decrease in total issues, it must never- 
theless be realized that with a smaller book fund, this result is likely to 
follow, while it has been accentuated this year by the changing pattern 
of public transport in the Hutt Valley. People no longer seem to find it 
so easy to obtain transport within the city as distinct from travelling 
between the Hutt and Wellington. This is of particular relevance to the 
sharp decline in junior issues. The Moera Branch Library, whose 
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borrowers are not so dependent in general on transport in reaching it, 
actually recorded a small increase. 

The reduced book fund meant an overall reduction in accessions to the 
Library, and it fell particularly heavily on the rental collections, which 
had not been reduced in the period two years before when the book fund 
was also reduced. Accessions to the rental collection were approximately 
two-thirds of the average over the last two or three years, and this, of 
course, affected particularly the 7d, higher-priced section of new books. 
As the year went on, the books in this section acquired an old appearance, 
and new titles were borrowed as soon as they appeared on the shelves 
. . . The effect of a reduced number of accessions in the rental collection 
will be felt for a year or two, as the lower-priced section, 4d, will not 
receive its normal intake from the higher-priced section for the next year 
or eighteen months. Rental issues at the Central Library fell from 126,086 
to 103,022, compared to smaller percentage reductions of free fiction 
from 78,398 to 71,398, and non-fiction from 69,001 to 67,721. As a 
result, the percentage of ‘standard’ reading in the adult issue rose from 
54.25% to 57.81 % in 1953-54, the highest it has yet been, and a reflection 
not only of a smaller rental collection, but of the gradual building up 
of non-fiction stock in the last few years... 

Issues in the various subjects in the non-fiction division were generally 
maintained with slight variations from the previous year. There is in- 
sufficient room for the shelving of this part of the library in particular, 
and until the new building is occupied it will be difficult both to maintain 
a comprehensive collection in the main library without having to put 
too much in the stack, and also to display what is downstairs effectively. 
When shelves are packed too tightly, they do not seem to attract borrowers. 


The number of books received on interloan from other libraries rose 
to 915, compared with 759 in 1952-53 and 800 in 1951-52. The increase 
was chiefly in the fields of Fine Arts, History, and Travel and Biography; 
in the latter part of the year it was necessary to borrow books in the two 
latter fields which would normally have been bought by the Library. 
On the whole, however, the improvement in the standard of stock of 
the library’s own resources has been accompanied by an increased use 
of interloan facilities for books of a more specialized nature than are 
normally bought by this Library. When books are readily available on 
a reasonably high level in a particular subject, further demand is often 
created for more specialized works. 


Naenae Branch Library: During the year an offer was made by the 
YWCA to provide temporary space in their new centre in Treadwell 
Street, Naenae, for a branch library. Although the room was very small, 
it seemed to the Committee that this opportunity of starting work in a 
new and heavily-populated area should not be lost, as in addition the 
YWCA offered to organize voluntary staff. Shelving was erected by the 
Council, and the library opened on October 27th, 1953. In four months 
of operation to the end of March (the library was closed from Christmas 
to the end of January), 5,728 books were issued, 4,025 of these being 
from the junior section. The library has been used mostly by children. 
Its location is not ideal, and its space severely limited, but the use already 
made of this temporary branch shows that a permanent branch in this 
area is a great need. An endeavour is made to keep a representative 
selection of books at the Naenae Branch, and the collections there are 
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periodically exchanged for others from the stock of the Central Library, 
so that those using the library can see a wide range of books in many 
subjects. Great assistance has been given in the junior section by the 
Schools Library Service division of the National Library Service, two 
changing loans being provided, one of 300 books for the junior stock, 
and another of 70 for a small intermediate collection. 


Statistics 

Membership: 17,394, and 252 non-resident subscribers. 

Issues: Central 336,345, Moera Branch 37,592, Naenae Branch (4 months), 
5,728. Total 379,665. 

Stock: 60,499 (Rental 10,967; Free Fiction 9,895; Non-fiction 24,590; 
Junior 15,047). 

Accessions: 8,351 (Rental 1,605, Free Fiction 940, Non-fiction 3,423, 
Junior 2,383). 

Finance: Revenue £15,507 (Rates, £12,386). Expenditure £15,507 
(Salaries £9,265; Books and Periodicals £4,275). 


PALMERSTON NORTH 


THE gramophone collection is being gradually built up, and now contains 
over 570 records, including a selection of long-playing records. During 
the year 1247 records were used by 304 persons. (In the previous year 
the comparative figures were 875 and 190.) 

Our records show that 17,187 persons used the Reference Library, and 
that 20,208 books were replaced on the shelves by members of the staff. 
Statistics of enquiries show that 3064 enquiries were answered, and of 
these 675 took over 5 minutes. 

The event of the year was the opening of the library’s own building in 
Roslyn in September, and the extension of the service there to adults. 


Statistics 


Issues: 432,845 (Senior Free 144,115; Junior Free 65,647; Rental 
Department 196,179; Roslyn Branch 26,904). 
Stock: 66,832. 


HAMILTON 


Statistics 
Membership: Hamilton 4116; Frankton 1225. ‘ 
Issues: Hamilton 295,114 (1952-3 180,808). Frankton 94,973 (1952-3, 
92,378). Hamilton: Fiction 191,196, Juvenile 56,831; Frankton: 
Fiction 68,979; Juvenile 14,441). 


Additions to stock: Hamilton 4955 (Non-fiction 1314). Frankton 2034 
(Non-fiction 323). 


WANGANUI 


A RECENT Library Association examination question was worded in part 
‘The Library is in a good building and in many respects is the best sub- 
scription library in New Zealand. In the "thirties it was one of the library 
“show-places” of the country and since then its service has by no means 
deteriorated—if anything it has improved. It has a registration of almost 
20%, including free children’s and intermediate service, a high issue 
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including much biography and travel as well as AB fiction (i.e. fiction of 
a reasonable literary standard). It has a well stocked and well used 
reference library. It has always been an object of civic pride.’ This may 
well have been written with our own library in mind. 

But is all well with Wanganui? In the report that follows it will be 
shown that another year’s service has been given to the citizens of a wide 
area. However, a growing number of local bodies in recent years have 
examined the economics of their provision of library service. The guiding 
principle, which shaped their decision to change from subscription to the 
‘free and rental’ plan is that, where private enterprise can do something 
at a profit it is best left to private enterprise to do; but where private 
enterprise could show no profit and the thing was still worth doing, the 
community should step in. The subscription library, besides competing 
unfairly with private enterprise, serves only a few individuals by means 
of a heavy subsidy from public funds, and often to the detriment of the 
provision of the well rounded collections which should be the common 
property of all citizens. That this problem is also exercising the minds of 
the Library Committee is evidenced by their request for a report on the 
Christchurch plan. 

The services provided include a Newspaper Room, Reference Room, 
Magazine Room, Children’s Library and Circulating Library. The 
newspaper, reference and magazine service is free to all. Borrowing from 
the Circulating Library is on subscription, there being substantial con- 
cessions made to age beneficiaries and students not resident in the city. 
A service by post is given to country readers. Young people resident in 
the city and the two neighbouring counties may borrow free one book 
at a time from the Children’s Library. This borrowing is subsidised by 
the counties. An Intermediate collection has been established for the use 
of city residents from 15 to 20 years of age. They may borrow one book 
at a time free of charge. 

Undoubtedly the year’s most wanted book was The Cruel sea, followed 
by Seven years in Tibet, The ascent of Everest, Joy Packer’s Apes and 
ivory, and The American encyclopedia of Decorating. The year’s most 
popular subject has been colour therapy, both our own books and those 
borrowed from other libraries being in heavy demand. A notable number 
of foreign language texts has been supplied to immigrants and students, 
notably books in German, Russian, French, Spanish, Durch and 
Hindustani. 


Statistics 
Membership: 5631. 
Issues: 251,326. 
Stock : 42,287. 
Additions to Stock: 3081. 


Finance: Revenue, £7703 (Rates £4648; Subscriptions £1678). Expendi- 
ture: £7703 (Salaries £4238; Books £1990). 


INVERCARGILL 


THERE is a welcomed increase in the use of the Adult Library. In my 
previous annual report I noted that a downward tendency in the borrowing 
of books was showing every indication of being retarded. In the year 
under review there is a slight rise of just over 6% in overall borrowing of 
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books. The figure would be higher if it were not for a large increase in 
the Adult Library figure being offset by a continuous decrease in the 
number of books being borrowed by children. I am still of the opinion 
that the decrease in the use of the Juvenile Library can be attributed to 
the rapid growth of the School Library Service, and in the greatly 
improved libraries in the schools themselves. 

The New Zealand Library Association has set certain standards for 
public libraries, and in Appendix C these standards are compared with 
our own figures. It would seem that for an expenditure of near standard 
the library is not giving an equal return. However, when the total expendi- 
ture figure is broken down into the divisions of expenditure on books, 
salaries and other operating expenses we find that 20% was spent on 
books instead of a standard figure of 25-30%; 40% on salaries instead of 
50-55%, and 40% on other operating expense instead of 20%. It will be 
seen that expenditure on books and staffing suffers from the need to spend 
on other operating expenses in excess of standard. This is due mainly to 
heavy maintenance and other charges in connection with the library 
building and endowments. The combination of sub-standard purchasing 
of books, of staffing ,and a sub-standard building must necessarily have 
its effect on the use of the library. A new building would release money 
for the purchase of books and the recruitment of professionally qualified 
staff and would, I feel sure, enable us to give a service up to the standards 
set by the Association. 

In June 1953, the system of book charging was changed to one patterned 
on that in use at the Dunedin Public Library. It has enabled us to reduce 
the amount of work and the liability to error inherent in previous systems. 
It has released assistants from counter duty for other necessary library 
routines. At the same time the book entitlement was raised from one to 
four books from the free collection per borrower. 

Without meaning to belittle members of the present staff, without whose 
excellent work and attention to duty the library would cease to function, 
I must stress that the library service in Invercargill suffers from a lack 
of professionally qualified staff. There is much work which only pro- 
fessional staff can deal with adequately, and, of necessity, in our case has 
to be neglected to a certain extent. The Committee has endorsed the 
principle of filling vacancies as they occur with professionally trained 
personnel, but, unfortunately, our efforts to do so have been of no avail. 


Statistics 
Borrowers: 7999. 
Issues: 220,554. 
Stock: 40,916. 
Additions to stock: 4117. 
Finance: Receipts: £11,651 (Rates £7833; counter-receipts £1157). 
Expenditure: £11,651 (Salaries £4875; Books £2334). 


TIMARU 
THE pattern of demand has remained practically the same and the library 
continues to play an increasing part in the community life of the city. 
The whole scheme of library activity is studied each year, and with the 
pattern of demand kept in view, books are added to the various sections. 
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So there are books for all—from the child with its nursery rhymes, to the 
teen-ager seeking general knowledge—for the average citizen needing help 
in ways of living—for the business and professional man extending his 
knowledge; for the student of world affairs looking for the latest pam- 
phlets and periodicals—for the local historian availing himself of local 
history files, and even for the aged seeking recreational reading with 
large print. There have been many appreciative comments on the service 
given and members of staff, in serving the public, have maintained good 
relations, with ready helpfulness and keen desire to give that personal 
service, so essential in library work. 

The Art Rental collection is now an established feature of the library 
service and since its commencement in November 1952, 375 art prints 
have been in the homes of borrowers. Covering a wide range of interests, 
these prints seem to be acceptable to all tastes. The Gramophone Record 
service continues to be used, 261 records being borrowed, but is in need 
of revision with new sets of records, to bring it up to date. 

With the Centennial of South Canterbury in the next five years the 
question of holding and safeguarding historical documents becomes one 
of increasing importance. By archives is meant ‘all those writings in 
whatever form, parchment, cards, books, rolls, plans which accumulate 
naturally during the conduct of affairs of any kind.’ It can be seen from 
this that the collection and preservation of archives is one of provincial 
as well as national importance. The South Canterbury Historical Society, 
recognising the value of archives, intends setting up an Archives Com- 
mittee on which the City Librarian will act in an advisory capacity. 

The figures for the total issue create a record, the previous peak being 
in 1944-45. The children’s library has been responsible for the increase 
this year, the growth there being phenomenal. Consideration will soon 
need to be given to the question of extra space in some direction— 
preferably the whole ground floor—if the newspaper and magazine section 
could be housed elsewhere. There is also the ever-growing problem of 
space in the adult lending library, which must expand or eventually lose 
in value to the city. 


Statistics 
Membership: 13,323. 
Issues: 354,013 (Adult 254,623; Junior 99,390). 
Stock: 50,109. 
Accessions: 3725. 


Finance: Counter receipts: £1129. Expenditure: £8940 (Salaries £5401, 
Books £2198). 


HASTINGS 
Statistics 

Membership: 5746 (including Havelock North Branch). 
Issues: 270,294 (including Havelock North, 20,798). 
Stock: 24,282. 
Additions to Stock: 4372. 
Finance: Revenue: £3111 (other than rates). Expenditure: £6003 (Salaries 

£2669; Books £1813). 
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PETONE 


‘IT 1s now five years since Petone Municipal Library changed to free and 
rental service. During that time the number‘f borrowers has increased 
from 294 to 3747—the increase during 1953-54 was over 500—and the 
book stock has grown to over 12,000 volumes. The service to children is 
still the most undeveloped, but it is hoped that this will be remedied as 
soon as the long anticipated move of the adult library to the downstairs 
premises leaves the upstairs room free for the children. It is hoped also 
to have a small reading room upstairs. 

The continued increase in the use of the request service and of inter- 
library loan shows that the public is learning to use what the Library 
can offer, for through these services the book resources of the country 
are available to the student and the serious reader. The statistics show 
that the Library’s own stock is well used also, particularly the non-fiction. 

The space for the Junior and Intermediate books being at present so 
very limited, it is necessary to curtail additions to the Library’s own stock 
to books by the most popular authors and the most outstanding new 
publications . . . At last it is possible to say that the transfer of the adult 
library to the downstairs premises is really in sight of becoming an 
accomplished fact. The present occupiers have obtained other accommo- 
dation and it is now a matter of how long it will be before thay are able 
to occupy it. So now we can begin to think of plans. The chief objectives 
are—a Children’s Room, a Reading Room and a Work Room planned 
for a more efficient use of work space and working time. The most urgent 
of these is the Children’s Room, and next, the Work Room. We begin to 
look forward to achieving these objectives with more hope than it has been 
possible to do for the past five years. 


Statistics 
Issues: 1953-54, 117, 014 (1952-53, 103,458). (Non-fiction 25,602). 
Percentage of rental issues: 45.87%. 
Requests 1953-54, 1216 (1952-53, 867). 
Additions to stock: 1938. 


Finance: Receipts £4895 (Rates £3336; Rentals, etc. £876). Expenditure: 
£4895 (Salaries £2327; Books £1147; Balance £1007). 


OAMARU 


CLosE to the beginning of the year under review, on Sth May 1953, His 
Worship the Mayor, Mr M. F. E. Cooney, opened the library in its new 
quarters downstairs. This function marked the climax of ten years of 
striving for improved library services, and all those who have been 
concerned with the work of the library during that time have cause to feel 
proud of the result. The remarkable increase in book issues during this 
year shows that the people of Oamaru have appreciated the new library. 
Perhaps this is a fitting opportunity for a brief review of the past ten years. 
; The success of the library service as shown in this report is due to three 
actors :— 


(1) The recognition by the Borough Council of the fact that a Library 
can be of value to all citizens of a town and therefore it is an institution 
worthy to be controlled by the Borough Council, and supported by 
Borough Rates. 
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(2) The recognition by the Athenaeum and Mechanics’ Institute Com- 
mittee of the fact that a modern library service as enjoyed in many cities 
and towns cannot be financed by a private committee relying mainly on 
subscriptions for revenue. 

(3) The assistance of the National Library Service. 


After some years of discussion including several public meetings, the 
Athenaeum and Mechanics Institute Committee made a generous gesture 
when in 1947 it handed to the Borough Council the library, complete 
with book stock, buildings and endowments. The Borough Council 
accepted the responsibility, and the present attractive library is the result. 
However, the members of the Athenaeum and Mechanics Institute Com- 
mittee did not lose interest in the library once it had become the property 
of the Borough Council. These public spirited men and women have 
proved to be of great assistance by offering suggestions for improved 
service, by organizing working parties, and generally by showing them- 
selves to be friends of the library. With the assistance of the National 
Library Service it has been possible to reach the present standard of 
service in a comparatively short time. 

Therefore the library is now in a position to give a service of a reason- 
able standard to Borough residents. However, there are as many people 
living in the surrounding Waitaki County as are resident in the Borough. 
These people also need a reasonable standard of library service, but it 
will not be possible for them to enjoy such a service until the Waitaki 
County Council assumes some responsibility for it. If the Borough and 
County could pool their resources, an improved service would result 
without any extra load on Borough ratepayers. 

On page 6 is a graph showing the number of books issued each year 
for the last 10 years. It will be noticed that the sharpest increases occur 
at the two climaxes: the first the year 1948 when the Borough Council had 
just assumed control, and the second when the library was moved down- 
stairs in 1953. Of course this graph and general issue figures give no 
indication of the quality of the books issued, but the list of books borrowed 
on a Wednesday, the quietest day in the library week, shows that a fair 
proportion of books in that sample would prove of value to their readers. 


Statistics 
Borrowers 5192 (Borough Residents, 4283, or 52% of the population). 
Issues: 143,916 (1952-3: 124,298; 1947: 87,281). (Proportion of standard 
material: 62°.) 
Stock: 11,641. 
Accessions: 2302. Requests: 433. 
Finance: Revenue £4056 (Rates £2914, Rentals £705, Rents £318). 
Expenditure £4056 (Salaries £1949; Books £1317). 


TAURANGA 


THERE has been a small increase in the number of adult borough borrowers, 
but the difficulty of reaching people who live at the far end of the borough 
is still acute . . . As usual the National Library Service has helped us in 
every way possible, both practically in terms of books and also in answer 
to our inquiries. The opening of a depot in Hamilton in June 1953 has 
speeded up the receipt of books requested for individual borrowers. We 
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are sorry to lose contact with Mr Bertram at Palmerston North, who has 
helped willingly with any of our problems, but equally we are grateful 
to Mr Mercer and his staff at Hamilton for their co-operation and advice. 


Statistics 
Membership: 3509. 


Issues: 121,263 (Junior 22,871; Adult Non-Fiction 23,148). 
Additions to stock: 2880. 


Finance: Receipts £4289 (Rates £2990); Expenditure £4289 (Books, 
binding, etc., £1580, Salaries £1750). 


AUDIO-VISUAL TECHNIQUES 
OR THEORY? 


CHASE DANE 


DurInG the last twenty or thirty years the growth of audio-visual materials 
has been little short of phenomenal. And since the school and the library 
are our two most important educational institutions, it is only natural 
that they have been most affected by this growth. As is usual with the 
early development of new educational methods, attention has centred on 
audio-visual techniques rather than on audio-visual theory. The develop- 
ment of these materials has now reached a point, however, where it is 
possible, and indeed necessary, to devote as much attention to theory as 
to techniques. 

Now, therefore, may very well be the proper time to decide or at least 
to consider whether in the library we are going to devote more attention 
to audio-visual techniques or to audio-visual theory or whether we are 
going to continue to devote an equal amount of attention to both. That 
is, the development and use of these materials has reached a turning point; 
a point at which we must decide which way we are going next. 

There are a number of factors to consider if we are going to concentrate 
our attention on audio-visual techniques. If we decide to spend most of 
our time with the technical aspects of audio-visual materials we must not 
overlook the fact that the day may come when these techniques are 
commonplace. The significance of this fact can best be demonstrated by 
means of one or two analogies. 

The use of machines in business presents a parallel case. During the 
time that audio-visual materials have come to play so important a part 
in the life of the library, office practices have been revolutionized by the 
introduction of numerous mechanical devices. During this time the use 
of the telephone, the typewriter, the teletypewriter, the adding machine, 
IBM cards, and the dictaphone, to name only a few of the machines which 
have altered business methods, has become widespread in all types of 
offices. At the time each of these machines was introduced into office 
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practice it was a novelty and office workers had to be instructed in its use. 
With time, however, each of these mechanical devices has become an 
integral part of office procedure and attention has been diverted from the 
machine itself to the work it does. Now, for example, it is taken for granted 
that a qualified employee knows how to operate a telephone or a type- 
writer or an adding machine. 

The techniques of these devices are no longer the concern of the 
employer. The decision to adopt adding machines for posting accounts 
instead of lodgers or to install pneumatic tubes instead of messengers is 
based on the advantages of one over the other and not on the ability of 
employees to cope with new devices. In other words, the techniques of 
these mechanical aids have become commonplace, and the emphasis has 
been shifted from operation to overall management. 

Another, and closer, parallel exists within the field of printing. At the 
time of the invention of printing the problems of techniques were so 
overwhelming that no one had time to pay much attention to theory—to 
the implications of the use of this new invention. Later, with the develop- 
ment of rotary presses, of photo-offset processes, and of microprint, 
techniques again presented more, and more pressing, problems than 
theory. Only recently have some of these printing processes become 
commonplace enough to allow us to shift our attention from techniques 
to the implications of the use of those techniques. 

It should also be pointed out that a knowledge of techniques, as opposed 
to a knowledge of theory, will only carry us so far. Theory can be exploited 
almost indefinitely, as witness for example the study and development of 
nuclear physics since the turn of the century. Techniques on the other 
hand can only be exploited within certain limits and ultimately they lead 
to a dead end. For this reason alone we should be very cautious about 
adopting a policy which favors the study of techniques rather than 
of theory. 

All of this is very similar to the problem of whether library schools 
should concentrate on practice or on theory. Within the last decade or so 
most library schools have agreed that in the long run it is more fruitful 
to develop theory than practice. They have discovered that such an 
attitude is not only more professional, but, in the final analysis, also more 
practical. By placing emphasis on techniques instead of on theory the 
final development of audio-visual materials may be delayed rather than 
hastened. 

There are likewise a number of factors to be considered if we are going 
to devote the major share of our attention in the future to the theoretical 
aspects of audio-visual materials. It is probably true in library science as 
in physical science that for the most part theory ultimately determines 
the techniques which will be adopted, although occasionally the reverse 
is true. When techniques grow out of theory there is infinite progress. 
But theory should never be pursued at the expense of techniques, for 
theory thus totally divorced from any practical application can also be 
unproductive. 

As has already been mentioned, theory is more in keeping with the 
professional status of librarianship than is practice. It is partly for this 
reason that library schools have elected to promote the study of theory 
over that of practice, for they recognize that every possible effort should 
be made to attain and secure the professional status of librarianship. 
If librarians confine themselves primarily to the technical phases of 


212 





= 7) © 


~~ =o rf 


= 


_ em OF 


na ae oe i ee ee ee ee ee ee Oe oe eee 


$ use. 
ne an 
m the 
anted 
type- 


of the 
ounts 
sers is 
lity of 
ues of 
is has 


At the 
ere SO 
ry—to 
velop- 
yprint, 
; than 
ecome 
niques 


posed 
sloited 
ent of 
- other 
y lead 
about 
r than 


chools 
e or sO 
fruitful 
ich an 
9 more 
wry the 
sr than 


> going 
retical 
ence as 
‘rmines 
reverse 
ogress. 
ies, for 
also be 





audio-visual materials they do so at the risk of delaying the professional 
growth of librarianship. This consideration must not be dismissed lightly. 

These are only a few of the points which must be considered regarding 
our attitude toward the techniques and theory of audio-visual materials 
in the library, but they are sufficient to show that the decision which lies 
before us is not an unimportant one. What we decide now concerning 
which of these aspects of audio-visual materials is more important may 
influence profoundly the future development and use of such materials 
in the library. It behooves us therefore to make the wisest decision possible. 

The ideal is probably to have an equal amount of both—to divide our 
attention between the techniques and the theory of audio-visual materials. 
There is not necessarily any conflict between the two. The real danger lies 
in the possibility that we may forsake or neglect one for the benefit of the 
other. Let us hope therefore that we are able to maintain our perspective 
as the wealth of these materials continues to grow. Let us devote our 
keenest thought to both practice and theory so that the contribution of 
these materials to adult education will in no way be diminished or 
postponed. 


LEGISLATING FOR CHILD 
DELINQUENCY 


A LEADING ARTICLE 


THE following is the first part of a leading article which appeared in the 
Christchurch Press of Tuesday, September 28th (the same day as the 
debate in the House of Representatives on the Bills introduced by the 
Government). The remainder of the leader concerned the other two bills 
which are not directly of concern to libraries. 


IT Is regrettable that the Government has thought it necessary to include 
in the already substantial amount of legislation to be enacted before the 
dissolution of the present Parliament three bills relating to the question 
of juvenile delinquency. It is true that the Government is acting largely 
on the recommendations of the committee set up to investigate juvenile 
moral delinquency in the Dominion, and it is probable that the Govern- 
ment feels hesitant about ending the present session of Parliament without 
having done something to give effect to the committee’s recommendations. 
But the effect of what no-one doubts are good intentions will be that 
bills virtually written overnight, bills which deal with highly important 
subjects, will be hastened through the legislative processes without 
receiving all the consideration that is their due. For instance, the Indecent 
Publications Amendment Bill will impose on ‘distributors’ of printed 
matter (apart from newspapers and publications of religious, professional 
or business character) obligations to mark such printed matter with the 
name and address of the ‘distributor’. Since ‘printed matter’ means ‘any 
book, paper, pamphlet, magazine, periodical, letterpress, print, picture, 
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photograph, lithograph or other reproduction’, the views of the dis- 
tributing trade on the practicability of giving effect to this obligation 
should be heard. There is a provision authorizing the Minister of Justice 
to grant exemption in these obligations; the trade should know how far 
it is intended to exercise this exempting authority, and should be in a 
position to make representations about what may prove to be a very 
loose or very tight provision. In the same bill is a new, sweeping con- 
sideration that a Magistrate must bear in mind when determining whether 
a document is indecent within the meaning of the act. This provision 
enables a document to be held indecent if it tends to deprave persons of 
any class or age group, notwithstanding that persons of other classes or 
age groups may not be similarly affected. This provision could be stretched 
to include just about any reading matter; passages in many modern 
novels, and in many classics, could be held as tending to ‘deprave’ persons 
of a particular ‘class or age group’ while being harmless to normal persons. 
Is the bookselling trade in New Zealand to be put in fear of importing 
books that are read everywhere else because of this extended definition 
of an indecent publication ? If so, an excessive care for what juveniles may 
read could well promote a most undesirable form of censorship. The 
danger is greatest because the definition of indecent matter in the Indecent 
Publications Act, 1910 (in which indecent matter refers to broadly sexual 
matters), is extended to include documents ‘unduly emphasizing matters 
of horror, crime, cruelty, or violence.’ If the Indecent Publications Amend- 
ment Bill should be studied most carefully and leisurely by persons 
outside Parliament as well as inside, and all its implications examined 
before it passes into law, this is equally necessary in the case of the Child 
Welfare Amendment Bill . . . 


INDECENT PUBLICATIONS 
AMENDMENT BILL 


PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSION 


THE following are extracts from the Parliamentary debate on the three 
Bills introduced at the end of the session following the report of the 
Juvenile Delinquency Committee. The debate took place on September 
28th, 1954, and the extracts are those which are of interest to librarians, 
and the principal part is that portion of the speech of the late Minister 
of Customs, Mr Bowden, who was responsible for the three Bills in the 
House. 

Hon. Mr Bowden: ‘. . . The provisions in that measure [the Indecent 
Publications Amendment Bill] do not interfere with the principal Act, 
nor do they interfere with the provisions in the Customs Acts, both of 
which govern the question of indecent publications. 

‘I notice that a few days ago a leading wholesaler criticized the bill 
because it did not define the word “‘indecent’’. The Bill does not set out 
to do so. The definition in words of what is indecent varies from person 
to person, and what is repugnant to one person either in writing, or by 
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picture or photograph, may be considered by another person to have high 
literary or artistic merit. Section 5 of the principal Act puts the definition 
of indecent under the jurisdiction and decision of a Magistrate who is 
enjoined to take into consideration not merely the nature of the document, 
but also the circumstances of the act done by the defendant, the purpose 
for which the act was done, and the literary, scientific or artistic merit, 
or the importance of the document. That provision in the principal Act 
is not altered by the amending Bill before us, but, as I shall show later, 
the Bill extends the scope of the word “‘indecent’’. We must also look at 
the Customs Act which gives the Minister of Customs certain powers as 
to importations. There is power in that Act to refuse entry of indecent 
books or publications — ‘indecent’ within the meaning of the Indecent 
Publications Act—and the powers of the Customs Act are not derogated 
or reduced in any way. 

‘It has been found that pulp literature may not be indecent within the 
rather narrow definition, and so we have sought to widen the scope. That 
is done in clauses 2 and 3 of the Bill, which enables the document to be 
held indecent if it tends to deprave persons of any class or age group, 
notwithstanding that persons of another class or age group may not be 
similarly affected. In clause 3, it is provided that a document shall be 
deemed to be indecent if it unduly emphasizes the importance of sex, 
horror, crime, cruelty or violence, and that is an addition to the criteria 
in section 6 of the principal Act. In respect of pulp literature in particular, 
the Bill aims at fixing the liability or responsibility for distribution on the 
distributor. There is a system of registration provided for. Not every one 
selling printed matter is liable for registration. The words printed matter 
do not include “‘newspapers’’, though, to my mind, many of the illustra- 
tions contained in the advertisements of some of our newspapers, if not 
indecent, transgress the canons of good taste. Newspapers are not liable 
for registration nor are trade or club magazines, to coin a phrase, and 
any class of printed matter may be specifically exempt by the Minister. 
The publishers will have to be registered in respect of New Zealand 
productions. 

‘As to imports, the person “primarily responsible” for distribution or 
sale of imported literature will require to be registered. In some cases, 
the distributor will be the importer. Wholesale houses will be liable to 
register. There are many booksellers who import direct, and also some 
of the chain stores. They will be regarded as primarily responsible for the 
distribution of the literature, and will be required to register. The Bill 
provides for the compilation of a register, and clause 7 indicates that that 
may take up to three months to complete. After publication of the 
register, it is necessary that each separate article shall be marked with 
the name and address of the distributor, and after a further three months, 
no bookseller shall have in his possession for sale any matter not so 
marked. There are the usual clauses for offences and penalties, and power 
to make regulations for the full and effective administration of the measure. 

‘I know that the booksellers as an organization are not at all happy 
about the registration and the necessity to stamp all books. A little cautious 
criticism and querulous complaint have come from some booksellers, who, 
I think, without waiting to find out what is intended, have raised doubts 
and difficulties. Some importers, I hold, have abused the freedom that 
was given to them by the Government when printed matter was freed 
from import control. Representations were made to us of the danger of 
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a shortage of text books and technical works, and constant complaints 
were made that the exchange allocations tended to starve New Zealand 
of worthwhile literature. In due course, about two years ago, the Govern- 
ment freed the printed word from exchange control. To my mind, some 
booksellers have abused the trust placed in them by the Government, 
and are definitely responsible for the flood of worthless literature that has 
come into the country. It is well that the booksellers as a class should 
realize that the public conscience is awake and demanding better standards 
from them. Fortunately, the majority of booksellers, I believe, will be 
prepared to co-operate with the Government in getting rid of this worthless 
stuff which is a blot on our country, and in raising the standard of litera- 
ture available. 


‘I acknowledge with gratitude the offer from the officials of the Book- 
sellers’ Association to give assistance, and we shall be happy to co-operate 
with them, and ask for their help. There is no intention of interfering with 
the reputable bookseller. He has nothing to fear from a system of regis- 
tration. That bookseller has the right to be registered if he makes applica- 
tion and pays whatever nominal fee may be fixed under the regulations. 
It is worth noting that we have adopted the Act passed in the State of 
Victoria a few months ago. I suppose it works effectively there, and it may 
be expected to do so here. It is worth while directing attention, in passing, 
to clause 3, which provides that no bookseller shall be liable for breach 
of contract if he notifies his supplier that he refuses to accept certain 
works because he honestly believes that the possession of these works 
might render him liable for prosecution. I commend that Bill to the House. 
Let us see what transpires. If any amendments are necessary, they can 
readily be made next session. In the meantime, I am sure the public will 
welcome this positive action to protect our young people from the 
pollution of their minds by the flood of worthless, depraved and harmful 
magazines and booklets which threatens to engulf New Zealand. We 
protect our people from poisons and nostrums in the physical field, and 
there is just as much justification for equally wholesome and effective 
action in the field of the mind and the spirit . . . 


‘I think it is not out of place to suggest to it [the Recess Committee 
to be set up] that it might very usefully give a considerable amount of 
attention to the Indecent Publications Act, which has been in force for 
over thirty years and is not up to date. It is archaic, it is inefficient, but 
if that Committee could give a good deal of attention to that subject, 
then I am sure improvements in the legislation dealing with printed 
matter could readily be suggested.’ 


The following brief extracts from the later stages of the discussion are 
the only ones which directly concern libraries: 


Mr Freer (Mt. Albert): *. . . In subclause | of clause 4 we read that 
a distributor, in relation to any printed matter published outside New 
Zealand, means the person primarily responsible for its distribution or 
sale in New Zealand. I believe that may create a serious problem. What 
about the libraries which do not obtain books, periodicals and papers 
through a distributor, but import them direct themselves? Who will accept 
the responsibility there? Will it be the responsibility of the librarian, or 
of - a which controls the library? That should be clarified 
in the Bill.’ 
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Rt. Hon. Walter Nash (Hutt): ‘I have received a message from the 
Library Association suggesting that the Bill be referred to a Committee. 
I do not propose that, but I do suggest that the Association should be 
consulted about what will be its liability under the Bill.’ 

Hon. Mr Bowden (replying to the debate): ‘. . . The Member for Mt. 
Albert asked what was the position of a library. Strictly speaking, a 
library importing books and lending them out might be called a dis- 
tributor, and might be required to register, but there is power to exempt, 
and I think our big city libraries might well be exempted. No library will 
be liable under clauses 9 and 10, which require distributors to be registered 
and to stamp their books, because those two clauses deal only with sale 
or distribution for purposes of sale. Those clauses would not be applied 
to a library which lends books out.’ 


PROBLEM OF LIGHT FICTION 


THE Bookseller of September 18th carries a report of a meeting of a 
conference of East Anglian librarians at Norwich, which was addressed 
by Mr B. Donne-Smith, chairman of the Eastern Branch of the Book- 
seller’s Association. After discussing the difficulties of the smaller general 
bookseller relying on his counter-trade, he went on to say that there was 
one enormous field of demand which could and should support the general 
bookshop. That was the vast public interest in, and appetite for, the 
entertainment literature of the day—the popular, though ephemeral 
novel. Admittedly it was a demand to borrow, not to buy; but that was 
merely a variation in methods of exchange which could be likened to the 
difference between buying a lunch off the menu or a la carte. 

“We live in a far less possessive age in 1954 than did our ancestors,’ said 
Mr Donne-Smith, ‘and this is probably a good thing. Whether books be 
good or bad, well or ill written, it is probably better to read them and 
not own them, rather than own them and not read them.’ He asked 
librarians to consider what happened if a bookseller decided to open a 
good library. He found himself in the situation of a man sitting down to 
a promising breakfast of bacon and eggs only to find, on lifting the cover, 
that he had been left with the rinds and the whites. For who would borrow 

‘his ‘Crime’, ‘Romance’ and ‘Westerns’ when he could read them for 
nothing save the minute and indirect fraction of his rates? 

‘I am aware that many librarians deplore the expenditure of public 
money on light novels’. Yet library statistics indicated that often public 
libraries carried an even proportion of fiction and non-fiction titles in 
their stocks. That the public hunger for light reading would persist 
whether rate-supported libraries satisfied it or not was plain enough. 
Surely the satisfaction of this craving was the business of a trade and not 
a profession. This vast and enduring appetite could support the bookshop 
like a cushion supporting a fine Bible. Its financial return would make it 
possible for the small man to maintain, even though at a trifling profit 
margin, a reasonable stock and serivce in worthwhile books which would 
be of permanent and increasing value to real bookmen. 
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To bring this about would entail a division of fiction into those authors 
which should be carried by public libraries and those which should not. 
That this would have to be done somewhat arbitrarily did not offer any 
reason why it should not be done at all. It would result intwo important 
effects. It would prove that the small shop, as opposed to the large-scale 
organization, could provide a proper book-service to its local buyers, even 
in country districts. Secondly, it would call for a restatement of the 
functions of the public library with regard to what must be the greatest 
single category of book-demand, namely, the popular novel. 

Mr Donne-Smith was followed by Mr K. J. Lace, Essex County 
Librarian, who agreed that to many librarians the demand for ephemeral 
literature was an embarrassment. On the other hand, he pointed out, the 
librarian was not free to act as independently as a bookseller might. He 
was responsible to a body of elected representatives of a rate-paying 
community, and was a servant rather than a master. If this body decided 
that the full use of the library service called for the satisfaction of public 
demand, then the librarian, whatever his personal or professional views, 
was obliged to work to that end. The Bookseller reported that in the 
discussion, more than one librarian revealed that in the face of rising book 
prices, library committees had urged economies in fiction-buying so as 
to leave unimpaired the provision of technical and students’ books. 





A LETTER TO LEO 


Dear Leo, 


We are just sending out another issue of WORDS FROM THE 
WAKELYS, our periodical booklet on new and forthcoming books. It 
aims to bring to your attention books which you may have overlooked 
but we’ve also had our say on a current controversy, there are some 
sketches and some original matter which we hope you will find diverting. 
We're sending you a copy and would be glad to send one free to any of 
your colleagues who write and ask for one. 


As you know, our business is booksearching and we continue to 
surprise customers by finding books that they’d despaired of getting. As 
we charge no search fee and only supply a book at a price satisfactory to 
the person who wants it others than yourself could well try us for ‘un- 
findable’ titles without committing themselves. We undertake to try and 
find any book, in English or any other language, however old. So those 
out-of-print titles are not necessarily out-of-reach! We’re more au fait 
than most on books from the Continent, too, particularly France and 
Scandinavia. 


We hope that every reader of New Zealand Libraries will think it worth 
his or her while to send us a card so that we may add their library to our 
mailing list and explain how our booksearching service works. 


Good wishes to you and your fellow bookmen, 


Mr L. Librion, The Wakelys, 
The Library, Book Searchers, 
Enzedville C.P.O. Box 2656, Auckland, C.1 
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NZLA COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 3rd SEPTEMBER, 1954 


Present: H. W. B. Bacon (in the chair), G. T. Alley, C. W. Collins, H. B. 
Cowey, R. Duthie, M. S. Fleming, N. Gordon, W. J. McEldowney, 
E. E. McMillan, H. G. Miller, R. N. O’Reilly, J. P. Sage, W. S. Wauchop 
(until 12.30), E. H. Wright (from 2 p.m.), D. M. Wylie and the Secretary. 


Apologies: Apologies for absence from J. R. Cole and F. H. Rogers 
were sustained. 


Formation of Section for Librarians in Smaller Public Libraries: Miss 
Cowey presented a report from the committee set up to investigate the 
need for a smaller Public Libraries Section. After a discussion on whether 
the needs could be met without forming a further section or by establish- 
ing a non-urban or isolated members’ Branch, it was resolved that a 
Section be formed to enable librarians outside the cities where there are 
NZLA Branches to know of developments in the Association and to 
enable librarians in small public libraries to discuss mutual problems. 
Miss Cowey agreed to have the draft rules ready for discussion and 
adoption by the Section at its first meeting at the 1955 conference. 


Comics: The Secretary read a letter from the Children’s and Young 
People’s Section stating that it was not yet in a position to make a report 
on the subject of comics, and referring to the paragraph in its report on 
this subject. The report was received, and notice of motion to be raised 
under general business given that the Association submit evidence to the 
Committee on Moral Delinquency in Children and Adolescents. 


Purchase of Children’s Books Published in New Zealand: The Hon. 
Secretary reported that since February a number of publishers and authors 
of children’s books had approached the Association and/or the National 
Library Service asking for pre-publication orders in the terms of the 
circular which was sent to publishers in 1946 by the Association and 
which offered to guarantee the purchase of up to 1,000 copies of ap- 
proved titles. In the past librarians had made a very poor response to 
circulars asking for pre-publication orders, and the Association’s ability 
to guarantee more than one or two hundred copies depended on the 
willingness of the National Library Service to take the balance. If several 
good children’s books were published in New Zealand in the same year, 
it would be difficult to give the support promised. It was resolved that the 
Association reluctantly withdraw its support of the scheme arranged in 
1946, and recommend the Children’s and Young People’s Section to take 


what steps it can to encourage the publication of worth-while children’s 
books in New Zealand. 


_ Census of Libraries: It was resolved that the recommendations contained 
in document 1954/55, from a letter from Mr O'Reilly, be referred to the 
Public Library Service Committee: 

(a) That the . .. Committee . . . review NZLA standards, and where 
necessary formulate new ones and revise those already promulgated as 
Association policy. 

(b) That it investigate and recommend on the form of presentation 
of library statistics, define the qualities to be measured and assist libraries 
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of different sizes and types on organizational problems of collecting mini- 
mum, uniform and accurate figures that are also significant in terms of 
standards. 

(c) That it co-operate with the Census and Statistics Department to 
this end. 

(d) That it foster projects of statistical research in crucial fields where 
standards appear desirable. 


(e) That it (otherwise) review each successive census as it is published- 


Travelling Expenses: \t was resolved that in future conveners of Com- 
mittees should obtain the consent of the Hon. Secretary before calling 
meetings which are likely to involve the Association in the payment of 
travelling or other expenses. 


Mr J. Barr: A \etter was received from Mr John Barr expressing his 
appreciation of the greetings and good wishes sent to him by Council in 
February. 


Immigrants and Free Borrowers Privileges: The Secretary read a letter 
from the Wellington Branch asking that an investigation be made of dis- 
crimination against immigrants in free library service. It was resolved that 
the committee on Public Library Service be asked to examine the condi- 
tions under which free membership of public libraries is granted to 
immigrants. 


Mr E. B. Ellerm: The Secretary reported that Mr E. B. Ellerm had 
retired from his position as Librarian of the Leys Institute some months 
ago because of ill health. Mr Ellerm had been a member of the Council 
of the Association for twelve years in its early formative days, and he had 
given thirty-two years service to New Zealand public libraries. A letter 
of sympathy had been sent to Mr Ellerm from the Association, and he had 
replied expressing his appreciation of it. The correspondence was received. 


Film on New Zealand Libraries. The Secretary read a letter from the 
Hon. Secretary of the Wellington Branch asking Council to investigate 
the possibility of having a film made of New Zealand libraries. The 
National Film Unit had been asked whether it could undertake the pro- 
duction of such a film, but it had replied that work could now be done 
only on payment of the costs involved. This correspondence had been 
reported to the Wellington Branch which had suggested that Council in- 
vestigate the possibility of the Education Department being financially 
interested in a film on New Zealand Libraries. The correspondence was 
received, together with correspondence from the Public Library of New 
South Wales setting out details of cost and production of the film ‘Know- 
ledge Unlimited’, and a newspaper cutting referring to the film on the 
Wellington Public Libraries to be undertaken by the Wellington Library 
Film Group. 

It was resolved that the matter be referred back to the Wellington 
Branch with the suggestion that if it wished to pursue the matter it should 
draw up a synopsis of what should go into the film. 


Customs and Sales Tax: The Secretary reported that she had discussed 
with the Chairman and Hon. Secretary of the Local Authorities Section 
a request from the Christchurch City Council that the Local Authorities 
Section of the Association form a deputation to the Government on the 
questions of Customs Duty and Sales Tax, and also a draft letter to the 
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Minister of Customs which the Standing Executive Committee thought 
should be all that was necessary. The Section Officers had approved the 
draft letter which had accordingly been despatched, but had not yet 
been acknowledged. The report was received. 


Booksellers’ Terms to Libraries: The Secretary read letters from the 
Library Association of Australia and the Library Association with regard 
to the practice of booksellers in granting discounts to librarians, and 
reported that replies had not yet been received from other associations. 
It was resolved that the Wellington branch be informed that Council had 
considered the matter and did not think that any good purpose would 
be served by asking for concessions for librarians. 


Suva Public Library, Fiji: A letter was received from the Town Clerk of 
the Suva Town Council enquiring whether it would be possible for the 
Association to second a trained librarian to the Council for one year for 
the purpose of classifying the city library and training local staff. It was 
resolved that a letter be sent from the Association to the Suva Town 
Council asking for information about the salary which would be paid, 
the latest date by which the secondment would be acceptable, the amount 
of money available for library service in Suva, and the possibility of 
co-ordination of library service in Fiji. 


Municipal Association: A \etter was received from Mr S. Perry commenting 
on the extract from the proceedings of the 41st Conference of the Muni- 
cipal Association held in March 1954, published in the July issue of 
New Zealand Libraries under the heading ‘Misconceptions’. It was re- 
solved that the President and other members of the Standing Executive 
Committee take early action to discuss the printed report on remits 20 
and 21 with the Executive of the Municipal Association. 


Archives Committee: The Secretary reported that the Convener of the 
Archives Committee had visited Wellington to meet Dr T. R. Schellenburg 
and to discuss the committee’s work with him. The discussion had been 
valuable in suggesting a different approach to some problems, and Dr 
Schellenburg had taken away for further study and comment the draft 
handbook being prepared by the committee. The report was received. 


Bulletin Committee: The Secretary reported that quotations for the 
printing of New Zealand Libraries had been called for but that all replies 
had not yet been received. The convener, Mr Wylie, agreed to submit 
a report on the matter later in the year. 


Children’s Book Week Committee: The convener, Mr McEldowney, 
reported that a great deal of work in connection with the 1954 Children’s 
Book Week held in August had been done by Branches and also by the 
Children’s and Young People’s Section, and he questioned the need for 
a separate-committee. It was resolved that a letter of congratulation be 
sent to the Committee, and to the Children’s and Young People’s Section 
on what appears to have been a successful Children’s Book Week. It was 
further resolved that the Children’s and Young People’s Section be asked 
to undertake in future the whole responsibility for arrangements for 
Children’s Book Week, possibly delegating some of the work to a 
Wellington committee of the Section. 


Children’s Library Service Committee: Mr Sage reported that Mrs Rex 
had resigned from the Committee. It was decided to ask the Committee 
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to recommend a replacement, the appointment to be made by the Standing 
Executive Committee. 


Committee on Exchange of Librarians: The convener, Mr Sage, presented 
a report from the Committee, and said that it represented mainly the 
views of Branches which had been obtained over the last two years. 
It was resolved that the report be referred to the Professional Section. 


Committee on Register of Qualified Librarians: The convener, Mr 
McEldowney, reported that after consideration of points raised by the 
Legislation Committee in comments on the Committee’s draft rules, the 
Committee had decided to withdraw the recommendations set out in its 
report of 2nd August. 

It was resolved that the amendments set out in document 1954/55 be 
incorporated in the Committee’s draft rules. It was further resolved that 
the Council ask Mr T. D. H. Hall to re-draft the registration rules, in 
consultation with the Committee on a Register of Qualified Librarians, 
and to prepare necessary amendments to the NZLA rules. It was also 
resolved that a postal ballot be held to determine the opinion of (1) the 
NZLA personal membership, and (2) the NZLA institutional membership 
on the rules as redrafted. It was further resolved that if possible the 
registration rules and the amendments to the NZLA rules be submitted 
for approval to the 1955 annual meeting. It was further resolved that the 
Registration Committee be asked to revise and re-issue Who’s Who in 
New Zealand Libraries. 


Legislation Committee: A report from the Convener of the Legislation 
Committee with regard to the rules for registration of librarians was 
received. 


Conference Programme Committee: It was resolved that the draft con- 
ference programme be received and sent to Branches and Sections for 
comment, the Small Public Libraries Seminar at 11 a.m. on Thursday 
24.2.55 to be changed to a meeting of the newly formed Section. 


Fiction Committee: It was resolved that the Fiction Committee be thanked 
for its work in completing ihe fourth report on standard and rental 
authors, 1954, and that an interleaved copy of the report be sent to each 
member of the Committee. 


Finance Committee: The report of the Finance Committee (1954/55) 
was received, and the recommendations approved: 

(1) That depreciation on furniture and fittings be increased from 5% 
to 74% on a reducing balance: 

(2) That a fund be created for replacement of equipment and that an 
amount equal to the depreciation on equipment be transferred to that 
fund each year. 

It was resolved that Council approve the expenditure of up to £43 on 
office equipment. 


Library Buildings Committee: The convener, Mr Sage, reported that the 
main item considered by the Committee was a request from the New 
Plymouth Public Library for advice on the planning of a new building. 
A consultative committee consisting of Mr Collins, Mr Mercer, Mr 
O’Reilly and Mr Sage had been appointed, but the committee wished to 
have a fifth member added. It was resolved that the report be received, 
and that Mr S. Perry be added to the consultative committee. 
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Library Training Committee: It was resolved that the report of the Library 
Training Committee be adopted and the following recommendations 
approved: 


(1) That the closing date for applications for admission to the 
course be advanced to Ist February each year, to enable the 
Committee to consider all applications. 


(2) That after Ist August 1955, no further reading records be 
accepted from students who completed parts I and II of the 
course under the syllabus in operation before course 10, 1950, 
a formal notice to this effect to be sent to such students as soon 
as possible. 

(3) That the word ‘general’ be omitted from the certificate when 
it is reprinted. 


(4) That a preliminary examination be introduced, to consist of 
two papers of the kind set out in the Committee’s draft, the 
probable time allowed to be Paper (a) 2 hours; Paper (b) 14 
hours. 


(5) That the first examination under this syllabus be held in October 
or November 1955, and that it be a pre-requisite for admission 
to the General Training Course in 1956. 


It was resolved that the Training Committee be asked to re-consider the 
age for admission to the training course in the light of the proposed 
preliminary examination. 


National Library Committee: It was resolved that the action of the Stand- 
ing Executive Committee with regard tc the letter to the Prime Minister 
set out in document 1954/42 be endorsed. A further report from the 
committee was received. 


New Zealand Book Resources Committee: The report of the Book 
Resources Committee was received, and the recommendation that a full 
list of institutional members of the Association be published in a form 
which could be made available to all libraries using interloan was adopted. 


Children’s and Young People’s Section: Miss Gordon presented a report 
on the work of the Section and asked that the second sentence under (3) 
be amended to read ‘The editorial committee of National Education is 
considering a series of articles on children’s books’. The report was 
received. 


University and Research Section: Mr Collins reported that a meeting of 
the University and Research Section had been held on the evening of 2nd 
September. 


Submission to Special Committee on Moral Delinquency in Children and 
Adolescents: It was resolved that the Standing Executive Committee 
prepare a statement with a view to its being submitted to the Special 
Committee on Moral Delinquency in Children and Adolescents, the 
statement to include the Association’s views on censorship of literature, 
and the necessity for the positive encouragement of good reading by the 
better provision of libraries for children, and that the Association also 
represent to the committee the importance of careful definition of comics 
and analgous pulp literature with a view to seeing that any control applied 
to them should not automatically be extended to books. 
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Miss Tompkins’s Report: \t was resolved that the work completed by Miss 
Tompkins and other material collected for her be referred to the Public 
Library Service Committee. 


Votes of Thanks: A vote of thanks to the Clerk of the House for pro- 
viding accommodation for the meeting, and to the staff of the General 
Assembly Library for preparing morning and afternoon tea was carried 
by acclamation. A vote of thanks was also recorded to the chair. 


CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 


REPORT FROM CHRISTCHURCH 


It has become the custom now in Christchurch for Children’s Book Week 
to be organized by a committee representing the New Zealand Library 
Association, the teaching profession and Associated Booksellers. This 
year these organizations were represented by Miss M. Kennedy, Teachers’ 
Training College, Convener; Miss D. K. Bowsher, Canterbury Public 
Library, Secretary; Miss M. Hall, Country Library Service; Miss H. 
Wilson, North Canterbury Branch, N.Z. Educational Institute; Mr N. 
Lory, Christchurch and Suburban Library Service Association; Miss 
M. Cross, Simpson and Williams; Miss J. Wilkinson, Whitcombe and 
Tombs, and Mr P. Stewart, Presbyterian Bookroom. 

The campaign to arouse interest in good books began at least a fortnight 
before Book Week officially opened. Articles including a leader, photo- 
graphs of the various displays and book reviews appeared in the two 
local newspapers, The Press and The Star Sun. The radio stations, 3YA 
and 3ZB, were very helpful and talks, book reviewing sessions and dis- 
cussions were held in the Women’s Hour and Children’s Hour programmes. 
One commendable feature was the inclusion in these broadcasts of a 
description of the work being done by groups of parents anxious to 
improve the standards of their children’s reading and their local library 
services. Emphasis was put on the part played by parents in encouraging 
their children to read, and the committee was fortunate in getting the 
whole-hearted co-operation of these interested parents in various 
broadcasts. 

As in 1953, preliminary displays of books at the Teachers’ Training 
College were arranged for students of the college, and for teachers and 
children in the associated normal schools. The central theme was the 
‘Castle of Attainment’ which was associated with the delightful poster 
‘The Royal Road to the Future’. These displays were also useful in pro- 
viding photographic material for advance press publicity. A display of 
books entitled ‘The world in story’ covering adventure stories of all 
countries was held at the Country Library Service. This was an attractive 
display and received good publicity in the papers. 

Book Week was officially opened in the Children’s Room at the 
Canterbury Public Library on Monday August 23rd, by Mr J. K. 
McAlpine, M.P., representing the Prime Minister. Councillor L. Christie, 
chairman of the Christchurch City Council Library Committee, presided. 
This was an informal and pleasant function, and proved interesting to the 
parents and children who were present. 
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Among the special displays of books by Canterbury Public Library 
was one intended for parents and placed in a very prominent place in the 
foyer of the Library. This display drew attention to the very many excellent 
adventure stories available as a counter-attraction to comics. 

There was an average attendance of 50 children at the story hour held 
each morning during the school holidays, and these attracted many 
children to the library, especially those who were not already members. 
During Book Week itself, 247 children were enrolled as against an average 
of 50 in a normal week. 

An essay competition sponsored by the Booksellers in co-operation 
with 3ZB was again held, and proved as successful as last year’s compe- 
tion. The committee was particularly pleased with the number of entries 
received from children in rural areas in Canterbury and Westland, 
especially those from children in the Correspondence School. 

The Associated Booksellers of Canterbury and Westland report that 
their displays and the special book week poster attracted much attention 
from children and their parents. 

From the comments received from teachers, parents and the general 
public, it is obvious that the effort which goes into Children’s Book Week 
is well worth while. The publicity received ensures that parents and 
children not formerly aware of the library service are made conscious of 
the facilities available to them. The reviewing of the better books, including 
prizewinners, on the radio, and in the newspapers, has resulted in these 
books being requested in bookshops and in libraries. 

The Committee feels that Children’s Book Week has made some 
impact on the public if it succeeds in influencing parents to choose more 
wisely when buying books for children, and this does seem to have been 
achieved this year in Christchurch. 


BRANCH NOTES 


PALMERSTON NORTH 


THe Third annual regional conference of the Palmerston North Branch 
was held on 7th and 8th August. Over fifty librarians attended the official 
opening on the Saturday afternoon. The first session was devoted to 
library extension work in the small community. Mr Bertram (PCIl), 
opening the discussion, stressed the need of carrying books to readers 
rather than waiting patiently for readers to find the library. Miss Taylor 
(WCl) gave instances of the very real value of using local experts to 
impart knowledge and interest. Mrs Honeyfield (Hawera) said she found 
the Adult Education Tutor a great ally in introducing the library to a 
much wider public. ‘Basic stock for the small library’ was the subject 
of the second session of the afternoon. Miss Taylor prepared a large 
display of books for the session, and led the discussion. 

Thirty people attended the evening session when Mr K. Mawson 
(WaP) spoke on reference tools for the small library, and was followed 
by Miss Bibby who gave some impressions of her visit to the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 
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On the Sunday morning a round table discussion on archives was held 
in the Public Library, which was open for inspection from 11 a.m. Mr 
G. C. Petersen (Palmerston North) gave delegates an idea of the difficulty 
in finding accurate historical records and outlined the librarian’s role in 
collecting and preserving local archives and historical records. In the 
afternoon, delegates listened to Mrs Smithells (WP) who spoke on 
children’s libraries here and overseas. ‘Adult books for the intermediate 
reader’ was the subject of Miss McCaul’s address which followed. The 
session was found to most stimulating, and it was unfortunate that by 
this time only twenty people remained. 

The first general Branch meeting of the year was a film evening on 
24th June. A record number of members gathered in the Public Library 
to see a programme of films of library and general interest. 

In July a novel meeting in the form of a ‘Librarian’s Confessional’ was 
held. Four members led off with an open confession of their reading 
habits, and then the meeting was thrown open for discussion. What 
followed brought forth some pertinent and humorous comments on the 
subject. 

On 30th September, the Branch was addressed by the author Guthrie 
Wilson. Twenty-four members attended this meeting for which Mr Wilson 
took as his subject ‘The practice of writing’. He outlined the progress 
of a novel from conception through writing, re-writing, printing, pub- 
lishing and marketing. Mr Wilson spoke informally of his experiences as a 
part-time novelist, and said he thought the value of publishing overseas 
outweighed the disadvantages of long-distance negotiation. The novel, he 
said, was the finest of all literary forms for the display of human behaviour 
and character, and is the modern equivalent of story-telling, the oldest 
preoccupation of man. 

There is ample evidence of increased activity in the Branch and members 
from Wanganui and Marton have been regular attenders. For the final 
meeting of the year, the Branch hopes to pay a visit to the Marton Public 
Library. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


SO THEY SAY 


It is a comment on national standards of judgment and moral courage 
that in France Rabelais is on the stamps and in England Boccaccio is 
ordered to be burnt.—Letter to the Times, London, from Mr Joyce Cary. 

‘In all four centres librarians are making a gallant attempt to make 
libraries out of inadequate architectural equipment, such as the number 
of shelves and reading space. The money goes to the departments—not 
to the heart, which consists of things such as the library, staff common 
room and students’ unions.’—Professor Gilbert Ryle, of the University 
of Oxford, in a press interview in New Zealand. 

It is wrong to charge for light reading and not charge for other books. 
Most of the fiction goes to those on the lower incomes; we are only 
creating class distinctions.—Cr. G. F. H. Forsyth, Auckland City Council, 
as reported in the New Zealand Herald. 
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He had been brought up on a free library service, but there was no 
longer the same need for it in this country, where almost everybody could 
afford his own library.—Dr K. B. Cumberland, ibid. 


REBUILDING IN CHRISTCHURCH 


Steps are being taken by the Christchurch City Council, according to a 
report in the Press of October 13th, to raise a loan of £7500 for the 
replacement of the New Brighton Library. The principle was also adopted 
of the replacement or reconstruction of one library each year, with the 
following priority: New Brighton, Sumner, Shirley, Papanui, Woolston. 

Plans for alterations to the Canterbury Public Library were also 
approved by the Council, which authorized the calling of tenders for 
the work, which includes new lavatories for the public, and the flooring 
over of the present opening between the galleries in the old reference 


room to provide a proper stack room on the ground floor and more area 
on the first floor. 


LINCOLN COLLEGE LIBRARY 


“WHOLLY inadequate, inefficient and scarcely worthy of a primary school’ 
was the description given to the present library of Canterbury Agricultural 
College, Lincoln, by the director of the college, Dr M. M. Burns, in a 
report to the College Board of Governors, as reported in the Press. The 
College Board decided to ask for £25,000 from the University Grants 
Committee to build a new library. 

The report stated that the nucleus of the present library is housed in 
a single room 30 ft. by 12 ft,. and the remainder is distributed throughout 
every available storage space in offices and laboratories. There is no space 
for working in the library itself. It is inefficiently used, and inadequately 
catalogued and controlled, because such are impossible. While losses are 
few, books deteriorate under the bad storage, and there is grave danger 
of loss from fire and theft. It is difficult to express just how serious the 
position is, but it can be stated that the library facilities are wholly 
inadequate, inefficient and scarcely worthy of a primary school. 

Dr Burns said that the provision of an adequate library (5000 square 
feet of floor space in a brick veneer building with built-in shelving and 
furniture) had been a top priority requirement for many years, sketch 
plans having been prepared in 1945. 


FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


TITLE GRADINGS AND 


AUTHOR GRADINGS RECOMMENDATIONS 
A Standard A Highest level: wholly free 
[A] Promising Ab Second level: mainly free 
AB Popular—fair standard AB Third level: equally free and rental 
B Popular aB Fourth level: mainly rental 

ab Fifth level: no particular recom- 

. POPULARITY mendation 
is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) B Stock commercial level: wholly rental 
after the title gradings Oo May cause offence 


Note.—As from this issue, the author gradings used are those of the Fiction Committee’s 
Fourth Report on Standard and Popular Authors, which should be available shortly. 
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Hartley, Leslie Poles, 


Lowry, Robert James, 


Lake, 
12s 


1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


1895-. A. The white 
wand and other stories. Hamilton, 1954. 
12s. ‘This new collection contains 
stories written as long ago as 1924, and 
it is therefore very —— in uality rT 
The distinction of Mr H artley’s style 
becomes a handicap when grafted on to 
themes that are trivial or plots that are 

orly constructed..—John Raymond, 


SN 4-9-54. Ab* 

1919-. A/AB. The 
violent wedding. Barker, 1954. 9s. 6d. 
‘In outline Mr Lowry’s story is not far 
removed from the conventional paper- 
backed novelette [about boxing. But] 
it is written in crisp, adult prose, and, 
what is rare, combines obvious know- 
ledge of boxing with some wider under- 
standing of contemporary life.’—-TLS 
3-9-54. AB**. 


Trickett, Rachel. 


Pargeter, Edith, 1913-. AB. The soldier at the 


door. Heinemann, 1954. 12s. 6d. ‘Probes 
the heart of an ordinary housewife whose 
ordinary son is killed on national service 
in Korea . . . deeply felt, competently 
written and quietly satisfying.’— 
20-8-54. AB*. 

AB. The course of love. 
Constable, 1954. 13s. 6d. ‘In hew new 
novel, which has the same qualities of 
quietness and restraint [as her first] 
Miss Trickett has not escaped the dan- 
ger which besets the subtle novelist that, 
in working over and worrying at his 
material, he will lost hold both of his 
characters and the _ of his story. 
Her ironic theme is the pathos of a 
“happy ending” ’.—TLS 13-8-54. AB. 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS AND IMPROVED TITLES BY 
OTHER AUTHORS . 


Kitchin, Clifford Henry Benn, 1895-. Jump- 


ing Joan. Secker and Warburg, 1954. 
12s. 6d. Short stories. ‘Mr Kitchin is an 
interesting case, very nearly a good 
writer. As things are, remaining a bit of 
a dilettante, he is apt to fall between 
various stools, between crime and fan- 
tasy, urbanity and _§spinsterism.’ 

— Richardson, NSN _ 28-8-54. 


William. Shepherd. Harrap, 1954. 

6d. ‘ “Shepherd” is a fictionalized 
account of the life of a sheep farmer in 
Tierra del Fuego in the early years of 
this century . . . The author tells his 
story well enough in a rough-hewn, 
old-fashioned prose which succeeds in 
conveying something likeable in an un- 
— manly way.’—-TLS 23-7-54. 


hase, Doris apenhnehed. B. A toast to 


Lady Mary. Hutchinson, 1954. ‘Heartily 
recommended to all those who like a 
good tumble with English history.’ 
John Raymond, NSN 4-9-54. AB**. 


Tolkien, John Ronald Renel, 


Vialette, Alexandre. 


Wilson, Ethel Davis. Swamp angel. 
10s. 


1892-. The 
fellowship of the ring; being the first 
part of The lord of the rings. Allen and 
Unwin, 1954. 21s. A fairy story, perhaps 
allegorical, of the Hobbits, jolly, rather 
Philistine creatures who live in an ancient 
ruinous world. ‘A book to be read for 
sound prose and rare imagination.’— 
TLS 27-8-54. A. 

Fruit of the Congo. 
Museum Press, 1954. 12s. 6d. A remark- 
ably imaginative frolic about a group 
of adolescent schoolboys. ‘The book's 
justification is in the continual play of 
humour exhibited through a_ whole 
allery of fantastic characters.’-TLS 
10-8-54. AB*. 

Mac- 
millan, 1954. ‘Two short 
stories remarkable for good writing and 
a total lack of incident. [Mrs Wilson] 
evokes British Columbia and she evokes 
a handful of striking characters, but 
she does not combine them with a 
sense of inevitability.’--TLS27-8-54.Ab. 


3. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS (INCLUDING BELOW STANDARD 
TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS) 


Fast, Howard Melvin, 1914-. A. The passion 


of Sacco and Vanzetti. Bodley Head, 

1954. 12s. 6d. ‘The final give-away for 

all those who make their bandwaggon 

of the hearses of the martyrs. It is a 

8 a, diffuse, affected book.’—Mary 
rutton, NSN i1-9-54. ab. 
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Macdonnell, 


James Edward. Jim Brady, 
leading seaman. Constable, 1954.1 1s.6d. 
‘A completely unpretentious adventure 
Story suitable for boys as well as adults. 
It all rattles along perfectly predictably, 
at a fair pace with only the healthiest of 
overtones’.—TLS 13-6-54. ab** 
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